8th Contest
（2017）
:

Winning Works

The Kao Group has held this contest annually since 2010, with the aim of encouraging
children around the world to think seriously about conservation of the environment
around them and of the earth, as well as about the earth’
s future, and express their
thoughts in paintings, which will also hopefully encourage people around the world to
take action in their daily life to preserve the environment.
For this 8th contest, we received 11,048 entries from 41 countries and regions. We will
introduce 31 entries from the winning works which have been selected under strict criteria.
It would be wonderful if you could feel the children’
s messages through their paintings.
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General remarks
by the judges

When the competition had just started, we decided we should not urge children to
portray the sponsor's message. When we actually saw the entries, we immediately
knew that we did not need to worry. The children's work far exceeds adults' intentions,
as they paint what they feel in a straightforward manner, with sharp perspectives and
expressiveness that we cannot even imagine. In recent years many of the award-winning
paintings are themed positively. They seem to be ahead of our time, thinking not just
about improving environmental activities, but also looking far ahead and thinking about
lifestyles that will be in harmony with nature. I hope the kind of future portrayed in the
entries will become real.
Once again, I was touched by the power of the children's entries and their strong
messages. Unlike adults who tend to read too much between the lines, the children's
straight expressions and sensitivities are wonderful. As years go by, more entries seem to
be based on a deeper understanding of the competition, and clearly convey environmental
conservation messages. The thoughts generated as the entries were designed, are
probably beginning to bear fruit. There are many problems we cannot ignore, including the
eﬀect of global warming on the South Pole, and problems in developing countries where
people have to walk miles to get water. We would like to think about expanding our
perspectives and releasing messages worldwide.
Every year I am happy to see entries with unique perspectives and sensitivities. What
I expect from the entries is a free imagination and diversity. In that sense, the top few
entries this year were extremely interesting. Also, to have more unique entries, I feel we
must not be biased when selecting entries, but keep in mind that there are many diﬀerent
value systems. With the changes over time, the meaning of environmental friendliness
is also changing. I would be happy if this competition served as a starting point for
people to think more deeply about environmental conservation, including the eﬀects of
environmental contamination on developing countries.

The level of the entries went up again this year. There are entries from more countries than before.
I feel the competition is going in a good direction. For me living in Japan, if I were a frog living
by the water, I wouldn't know how the squirrels in the trees, scorpions in the desert, tortoises in
the ocean, and polar bears in the North Pole are living. Humans are the same. When we speak
diﬀerent languages, the only way to understand each other is through paintings. That is why I
would like as many children as possible from as many countries as possible to draw themselves
next to their familiar animals, and understand each other beyond their national borders. This
remains my unchanging message at this 8th competition.
This was the ﬁrst time I served as juror and I was really surprised to ﬁnd so much to learn
from the artists. I wanted to focus on particularly on their story-telling ability. Although
quite some of the entries have similar themes, each provide a unique perspective and that
is indeed wonderful. Environmental conservation is seen from many angles. The role of
society and community is pictured in diverse ways. That made me strongly feel a common
desire for a better future.
For the next competition, it might be interesting to produce more specific subjects. I
would like to see for example what concrete initiatives the children follow or imagine in
their community to deal with the problems they could identify so clearly.

I had the impression many entries this time portrayed a bright future. It was a reminder
that adults must be responsible and pass on a clean future to the children. The paintings
based on children's free inspirations and stories, not the environmental conservation
Executive Officer & Senior forced onto them by adults, have the power to engage viewers. The entries are so
Vice President, Corporate interesting, showing glimpses of the cultural backgrounds of each country. If you view the
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s , K a o exhibited entries imagining children's thoughts and why they were awarded, you will feel
their messages more strongly.
Corporation

Ms. Akemi Ishiwata

Every year, I join the panel of judges from the internal preliminary selection onward. As we select
entries, discussing them from various viewpoints, we never know until the end which entries are
selected. Especially this year, many entries entailed diverse thoughts and stories in their details,
and as each of them could be interpreted in many ways, selection was diﬃcult. Even in the current
Vice President, Creative,
environment where children could see past award-winning entries and be inﬂuenced by them via
Kao Corporation
the Internet, I feel we selected unique entries that considered the environment with their own
personal and national perspective. It was also a reminder the judges have the responsibility to be
careful about how and with what criteria we select the entries.

Mr. Naoto Katahira
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"eco together"ー Planet

Earth Grand Prix

Unity for Clean and Clear Water
Suriya Patoomwan（8 years old, Thailand）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

We have a pond in our village, and the villagers throw garbage there. Sometimes a
piece of trash flies into the water, and whenever I see it, I don’
t feel happy and I don’
t
want that garbage in the water. The villagers must depend on the pond water to use
for cooking, bathing and watering trees. Because of this, I drew this picture of kids
on a boat working together to collect all the garbage, to tell everyone that we must
cooperate in keeping water clean. And, the clean water will increase the amount of
seaweed, and fish and crabs will be swimming happily. Likewise, we can always have
drinking water, a place to rest and relax, and our body will stay healthy.

Comment
by the
Judges

A very unique composition. When the garbage floating on the water is picked up, a beautiful blue water surface
emerges, attracting fish. It conveys the message "We can still recover the clean water if we act now." The
concrete act of cleaning gives impact to this entry. The communal work aboard a ship looks as if it is representing
a community, expressing the Thai people's national trait of working together on a task. The beautiful contrast of
darker and lighter blue is also impressive. It makes you feel as if you are watching a movie.
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"eco together" ー

Kao Prize
FREE OUR MOTHER EARTH！
Kin Gi Lau

（11 years old, Hong Kong）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
"Eco-friendly" means to do actions that protect our
valuable environment, and my picture tries to project this
message. This picture features a large tree with different
people doing actions to help our environment. However,
the focus of this painting lies on the bottom. This part
shows roots, which are people's efforts, breaking apart a
maze of pollution, which traps our Mother Earth.
Comment
by the
Judges

This entry illustrates environmental issues that we often see

as complex problems as a fun story, using motifs including

a tree, flowers and letters. The scenes that captured the

painter's attention are collected at random and assembled as a collage

of grounded composition. The entry introduces people charmingly and

evokes the future. It is also a wakeup call, as it portrays the earth as
a theme yet places the earth underground, a criticism to our attitude

towards the environment as we work only on environmental conservation

in our immediate surroundings while ignoring the entire earth.

Happiness in Beautiful Nature
Ganniga Sook-Sai

（14 years old, Thailand）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
In our friendship with the environment and nature, those
beneficial things to our world and us, we have a responsibility of
maintaining the eternal richness of this world.
Living together happily as well as using natural resources and
knowing its value as our energy, is the power which is truly
created by this world.

Comment
by the
Judges

In a courtyard that looks as if it is under a spotlight,
little girls are praying with the expectation that

something good will happen. The orange color on the

upper part of the tree bearing a wide variety of plants may be

expressing bright future and hopes, while the blue color on the

lower half may be representing water, which is also the source
of life. The understated representation of the people planting

is exquisite, surrounding the world of fertility. The contrast is
also wonderful, between the center with clear colors and the
surroundings with delicate touch.
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Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
I think flower is a beautiful thing. It has a life and
breath. It is a food source for insects. These were

my inspiration for painting this picture. While
flowers give nectar to insects as their food, insects
also help to blend pollens which benefit both lives.
In the same way, nature, cities and humans
depend on each other. Cities need good nature
to keep fresh air and to be livable places. As for
nature, it needs ground and people to take care of
its richness. Humans also receive foods and fabrics
from nature as well.
For those reasons, we should coexist with nature,
depending on each other peacefully.

Flowers
Polina Zababurina

（6 years old, Russia）

Comment
by the
Judges

Here is a house and windmill on top of

flowers growing out of the lawn, and an

insect. Here you see the great combination of

a unique imagination and a childlike world view. While

many children have a birds-eye view of the world, the

painter adhered to a unique view of putting manmade
things and plants on the same level, creating a strong

image that evokes the future. Another unique point

is that the painter, instead of using the sky as the
background, painted it brown. Challenging a difficult

subject and drawing the background, the painter added

depth to this entry.

The Beautiful Room of Grandma
Zahra Gharibi

（14 years old, Iran）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
I love nature. I always enjoy watching its beauty because it gives me peace
and serenity. By drawing this painting, I wanted to illustrate my belief.
According to my grandma, in order to reconcile with nature, we should
invite the nature to our homes, make friends with her, and then open the
windows and doors in order for the nature and its beauty to overwhelm
the whole world. She has brought together all the beauty of nature in her
room. She knits her dreams and gives them as gifts to others.
My wish is to link the beliefs of the past to the lives of today's children, so
that today's generation also has the peace of friendship with nature always
in their hearts.
Comment
by the
Judges

In a simple story, the contrast between the interior and exterior of the
room is skillfully portrayed. It is slightly dark outside, the chimney is giving
off smoke and there is a lonely air. But indoors, the room is bright and full

of warmth with curtains and a painting of birds and the sun, a green, patterned wallpaper,

and a knitted rug with animals. The entry seems to be telling people to incorporate more

nature into their lifestyle, at the same time warning them not to make the world outside
the window real. The entry is full of sweetness yet sends a strong message.
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Living in the Green
Shiomi Fujita

（15 years old, Japan）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
We always see our world and nature as two separate
entities. It seems as if, as we prioritize our daily living,
we are destroying nature whether consciously or not.
However, greenery is essential for humans. We need to
figure out how to live in harmony with greenery.

Comment
by the
Judges

On top of one of the countless skyscrapers, it is

interesting that a girl is looking at a greenery map

for the future. The composition is also wonderful,

with many like-minded people scattered across the picture.
The entry is probably trying to convey an environmental

message. The use of colors is also skillful, with the buildings
only illustrated in yellow and grey. The process is to pour
water on the smoke from the plant, preserve the forest and put

plants on building tops to have more greenery. It is a wondrous
entry, with a sense of mission and responsibility to get things
done thoroughly step by step, and a beautiful passion for

environmental conservation.

Clean Hands for Clean Nature
Evgeni Bogdanov Dimitrov

（9 years old, Bulgaria）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
In this drawing, I have depicted a tree, which is a symbol of life. The
trunk is in the shape of two hands, and the roots are the fingers of those
hands. The hands are trying to save the distressed fish in the polluted
ocean with their net. From the ocean, the fish will be carried into the
crown of the tree, which is full of pure water. The fish will be in a safe
place until the ocean water is purified and they can return to the ocean.
Everybody has to take care of nature just as the tree takes care of the
life of the fish, because one day anyone can be in trouble like these fish.

Comment
by the
Judges

Many entries from Bulgaria are like storybook illustrations, but

this year we received this entry with a voice. When the entry

was laid out on a table, at first I saw the fish swimming to the

left (owing to the fact this is how Japanese people place fish on the table)
but they are actually swimming to the right. When you put the entry upside
down, it looks like trick art, with the leaves and tree looking like fish in the
water and a hand reaching out to the sky, and the blue gradually changes

tone from the water to the sky. The more I look at this entry, the more

mysterious it looks. The sense of colors is also wonderful, with the fish
painted purple, and the background of the leaves grey, that mimic fish.
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Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
This picture shows how much some people want
to change the world.

I wanted to show that the little girl and her sister
hope for a better world but they don't have it.
She tried to change it by being an eco volunteer,
but that didn't help.
This is a warning that shows we have to change.

Comment
by the
Judges

The tree in the center may be a map,

or the earth itself. The detailed world

illustrating people, animals and nature living

in harmony conveys a strong message of environmental

conservation. In the field surrounding the tree, people

are sowing seeds and growing plants. The dream and

the picture of the future above each field are filled with

greenery and people smiling. The colors of the sky and

space are beautiful. The piece offers a wondrous world

CHANGE THE WORLD！

where micro meets macro. It radiates great imagination

and inspiration.

Alexandra Teodorescu

（12 years old, Romania）

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
This painting shows the sad story of a whale that
died because of oil pollution and garbage that was
thrown into the ocean by irresponsible people.
The whale ate the garbage as its food and was
unable to breathe properly due to oil pollution on
the ocean surface. Here we can see the effects
of treating our ocean as our big trash bin and
continuing to throw away our garbage there.
Everyone must play their part to ensure that our
oceans stay clean and unpolluted. The beaches
must be cleaned and all the garbage collected. Oil
companies must avoid oil spills. Please throw away
garbage in trash bins and dispose of it properly.

Comment
by the
Judges

This y ear w e heard shocking ne w s from

Scandinavia that lots of plastic bags and fragments

of plastic discarded by humans were found in the

stomach of a whale. This piece may be portraying that whale.

In its stomach, what looks like a pattern at the first glance is

Under the Sea
Nurinsyirah Imnani Mohd Harith

（15 years old, Malaysia）

actually many waste objects, depicted in lines. It has a strong

impact with colors such as fluorescent purple, black and
deep blue. It is a simple composition, with a strong message
that portrays the seriousness of environmental contamination.
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Eco Friend Prize

I Love Nature

One Heart, One Mind, in the Whole World

A Wonderful Brightened Butterfly Forest

Yuan Tung Wei（6 years old, Taiwan）

Iris Yon-En Tsai（9 years old, Taiwan）

Jia Yu Goh（14 years old, Malaysia）

Trees that grow upright bear
large flowers, above which
birds dance around. The
dynamic composition and the
wide range of colors scattered across
the picture communicate the painter's
unshaken dream for the future.

Many scenes, from environmental
initiatives to environmentally
harmful problems, are beautifully
portrayed like a catalog. The piece
is eye-catching and delivers a strong impact,
with educational elements offered like a fun
game.

The beautiful contrast between
blue and bright yellow is
impressive. The light and
dark are clearly split, with
the butterflies flying toward the light,
suggesting a bright future. The lively tree
shapes are also superb.

Live Together, Share Our Environment,
Make Our Planet "Full of Happiness"

SAVE OUR EARTH FOR THE FUTURE

Everyone Loves the Environment

Max Masato Middlemiss（8 years old, New Zealand）

Alexia Stefania Stanciu（10 years old, Romania）

Asal Mirzaei（7 years old, Iran）

The bright world of nature and
animals cohabiting is about
to be co vered in a cl oud,
making the sun cry. The deep
composition is astounding. The fine detail
in the sunflower and the simple style of
drawing outside are balanced so well.

The animals gathered around the girl are
enjoying a relaxing moment. Butterflies
and birds dance in the fantastical sky.
The piece does not communicate any
particular message, yet it has a keen sensitivity, as if
asking the viewer how the story would unfold.

Comment
on work

Comment
on work
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Comment
on work

Comment
on work

Comment
on work

The piece has distinct outlines, yet
everything is in harmony, clearly
conveying the message that people
around the world can live together as
one. The piece is filled with a pure outlook, encouraging
us to think of the future and various affairs positively.

Comment
on work

Enjoying Nature

Save Energy, Reduce Your Carbon Footprint and Love the Earth

Antonio Paladino（6 years old, Argentina）

Bo Han Wang（6 years old, Taiwan）

In a forest of warm colors, with the background
orange and complementing green, birds dance and
a beautifully colorful vehicle rides in. This piece
may have portrayed a family memory. This piece
catches attention with its straight forward, childlike expression.

The cheerful faces of the girls enjoying cycling
and the happy colors are uplifting. The face
of the sun that looks down at the children
playing with environmentally friendly vehicles is
memorable.

Nature Save Themselves through Our Hands

REUSE

Viola Arielle Suliandy（13 years old, Indonesia）

I Wayan Amerta Nur Pradnyana（15 years old, Indonesia）

Comment
on work

Comment
on work

The plant that came out through the door is
watering the tree and picking up garbage. A
world of fantasy is painted uniquely, where
plants themselves engage in caring for nature.

A tree robustly grows out of a can, which
may symbolize waste. The entry is persuasive,
demonstrating highly expressively that two
contrasting entities can, depending on how we
handle them, live in harmony.

The Crying Sea

Protect Our Oceans! Won’
t You Participate with Me?

Yuan-Ling Lin（7 years old, Taiwan）

Yu-Ning Shih（8 years old, Taiwan）

Comment
on work

Garbage that fills the ocean. This subject, which
could easily be very heavy, has impact because
it is painted with a blue sky, white beach and
colorful garbage effectively put together. The
people and the parasol also add movement to the piece.

Comment
on work

Comment
on work

As environmental contamination deepens, the living
creatures in the ocean express both hopes and
fears. This reality is expressed richly in contrasting
light and dark colors. The fish smiling around the
net of garbage seem to be telling us to eliminate garbage first.

Comment
on work
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Protect the Environment
Venuka Lochana Wijebandara（13 years old, Sri Lanka）

Orra Ketan Patel（13 years old, India）

The painter researched the cultural style of the 15th to the
19th century and has tried to replicate the unique expressions
of the hand shape and other patterns. The earnest view of
the child shows the child's passion to recover the spirit of the
past times when people had more environmental awareness.

People surround the beautiful earth, enriched with
greenery and a clear ocean. The piece is filled with positive
inspirations and dreams, for everyone to recycle water and
resolve environmental issues. The overflowing smiles also
show proactive attitudes towards environmental conservation.

Together, We Are Eco-Friendly

World of Happiness

Pyae Suu Myat Khin（13 years old, Myanmar）

Maria Nectaria Constantin（14 years old, Romania）

Comment
on work

Comment
on work

The people planting trees to revive the forest have
only one eye. Because they only see one side of the
world, the forest disappears. The painter is suggesting
that people will have two eyes if they can imagine
the future of the forest that is being revived by tree planting.

From the happy faces of the girls lying around
the pigeon, the symbol of peace, viewers can
feel the message to the future that when the
environment becomes clean, people will be
really happy.

We Lost Our Environment and Harmony

Giving the Earth a Shower

Md Towsif Rounak（6 years old, Bangladesh）

Lucas Letian Ding（6 years old, USA）

Comment
on work

There seem to be many stories hidden in this piece,
with the birds with puzzling, expressive faces and
fish. What is the relationship between the creatures
in and out of the water? There is a very strong
message, which defies the fact this is the work of a six-year-old.

Comment
on work
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LOVE TO PROTECT NATURE

Comment
on work

Environmentally friendly motifs, and nature and animals
that represent the environment, are portrayed under
the sun that is so huge that it can only partly fit in the
picture. The earth that should be smiling seems to be
crying. The more you look at this piece, the more it speaks to you.

Comment
on work

BEES

Let's Work Together!

Aleksandra Tomaszek（6 years old, Poland）

Isabel Bo Wang（12 years old, Taiwan）

Amid many detailed entries, this entry looks
especially unique because of its relaxed world
view. The contrast is wonderful between the
adult-like greyish colors and the plump, smiling
bees playing together. Simple composition, yet very intriguing.

Comment
on work

In the idyllic landscape, people engage in environmental
activities like picking up garbage and planting trees. The
front and back of the picture are split by colors and the
main people are painted black. The use of colors and
composition are excellent and the entire piece is quietly convincing.

Comment
on work

Natural Rainwater
Mayumi Toyono（6 years old, Japan）
While many entries have objects with clear outlines
that are painted carefully within, this entry is painted
quite dynamically. The theme is recycling of water,
but there is emotion, passion and a message. It
expresses the painter's pure wish to enjoy ample natural water.

Comment
on work

Autumn in the Country Hills
Sou Sakamoto（7 years old, Japan）
The scene is depicted with a lot of passion,
from the country with four seasons, where
children can play with foliage, telling us that we
should conserve nature because it allows us to
have such fun. The faces are wonderful: they are not just
laughing and playing, they are seriously playing.

Comment
on work
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Kao exhibited the award-winning entries at Kao s booth at EcoPro 2017 (Tokyo Big Sight)
held between Thursday, Dec. 7 and Saturday, Dec. 9. The awards ceremony took place on
Dec. 9, the ﬁnal day of the event.

Awards Ceremony for
8th Painting Contest

Of the 11,048 entries from 41 countries and regions (861 entries from Japan and 10,187
entries from overseas), the nine children who painted the entries that won the top prizes
eco together - Planet Earth Grand Prix and eco together - Kao Prize received the awards.
Fumikazu Masuda, Chair of Judges, commented that he very much enjoyed the screening
process because this year many entries were ﬁlled with more hope than ever before, and
that the dream world by the children is encouraging for adults, including himself. After Kao
Corporation Senior Managing Executive Oﬃcer Toshiaki Takeuchi awarded commemorative
plaques and gifts to the winners, Suriya Patoomwan, winner of the eco together ‒ Planet
Earth Grand Prix award, gave a speech. Speaking of his own entry, he said I like my town
with lots of animals and lush nature. But there are people who throw garbage in the pond.
I think the earth is feeling sad. I would like to maintain a clean environment with everyone.
In the interviews following the awards ceremony, each winner spoke of the environment of
their countries and regions, and of the messages they expressed in their paintings.

Grand Prix winner Suriya Patoomwan
delivering his speech

Interview session with all the top award winners

eco together ‒ Kao Prize winner Alexandra Teodorescu
receiving her award plaque

Information about
the 9th Kao International
Environment Painting Contest
for Children

Prizewinners group commemorative photo with judging committee Chair Masuda
(left) and Kao Senior Managing Executive Oﬃcer Takeuchi (right)

For more information please visit the
“Kao International Environment Painting Contest for Children”website
English http://www.kao.com/global/en/sustainability/environment/
painting-contest.html
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