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An Initiative Aimed at Realizing Material Recycling of Plastic Cosmetics Bottles 

Kao Begins Field Testing of In-store Collection and Recycling of Used 
Bottles 

 
Kao Corporation is aiming to achieve material recycling of cosmetics bottles that are made from 
plastic, and is implementing field testing aimed at recycling used cosmetics bottles that have been 
collected, and transforming them back into new bottles. During the period from February 1 to July 
31, 2022, used cosmetics bottles will be collected at retail outlets directly run by AEON in the Kanto 
region of Japan that sell Twany brand products, and at COLOR STUDIO cosmetics retail outlets in 
AEON malls, and used for field testing of material recycling to turn used cosmetics bottles into new 
cosmetics bottles, utilizing the BRING TechnologyTM chemical recycling*1 technology of JEPLAN, 
Inc. 
 
*1 Used resources are chemically broken down into the raw materials for PET resin and recycled. This method displays excellent 
ability to eliminate foreign matter and impurities from the material being recycled.  

 
Background to the Initiative 
What Kao is aiming to achieve in the material 
recycling of plastic cosmetics bottles is to collect 
used cosmetics bottles and use them to manufacture 
recycled material that can be utilized in the 
production of new cosmetics bottles. Working in 
collaboration with JEPLAN, Kao has started work 
on a project to realize material recycling of used 
cosmetics bottles by making use of JEPLAN’s 
chemical recycling technology.  
 
The first stage in this project was initiated in June 
2021, when Kao began using chemically recycled 
PET material that had been manufactured by JEPLAN Group company PET Refine Technology Co., 
Ltd. to make bottles for Twany brand cosmetics. It was confirmed that the recycled material could be 
used to manufacture beautiful packaging with an equivalent level of quality to those made from virgin 
PET material. 
 
The New Initiative 
In general, cosmetics bottles feature color printing and decoration, which has been making them 
difficult to recycle into PET material for producing new containers. In the second stage of the project, 
field testing will be carried out on the use of collected used cosmetics bottles to manufacture new 
cosmetics bottles. Collection of used bottles will be undertaken over the period February 1 to July 31, 



2022 at retail outlets directly run by AEON in the Kanto region of Japan that sell Twany brand 
products, and at COLOR STUDIO cosmetics retail outlets in AEON malls. Using these collected 
bottles, Kao will be working with JEPLAN to implement testing of material recycling that creates 
new cosmetics bottles from used cosmetics bottles. 
 
Going forward, in addition to expanding the range of brands for which chemically recycled PET 
material is used to include other brands besides Twany, Kao also intends to increase the scale of 
collection. Kao aims to utilize the know-how obtained from the current field testing to achieve social 
implementation of the material recycling of plastic cosmetics bottles as soon as possible. 
 
Overview of the Upcoming Bottle Collection Program 

 
• Collection period: February 1 to July 31, 2022 
• Participating stores: 33 Twany retail outlets directly run by AEON in the Kanto region 
 3 COLOR STUDIO retail outlets that are also located in AEON malls 
• Participating brands: Twany, DEW, freeplus, L’EQUIL, suisai, etc.  
• Bottle types: Bottle containers made from PET material, including lotion, emulsion, 

and shampoo bottles. 
 
In April 2019, the Kao Group established its ESG strategy, the Kirei Lifestyle Plan. The collection of 
used cosmetics bottles and field testing of chemical recycling is an initiative that will contribute to 
“Zero Waste,” one of the Plan’s leadership action themes. Through full-scale utilization of recycled 
plastic for plastic packaging containers in Japan, in addition to the various approaches deployed to 
date, Kao is working to realize plastic circularity in society. 
 
In the future, by incorporating an ESG perspective into its management, Kao aims to further the 
development of its businesses while also delivering even better products and services to consumers 
and to society as a whole. In this way, Kao will be working toward the realization of a more prosperous 
and more harmonious world. 
 

<Related Information> 
■Kao Aims for Material Recycling of Plastic Bottles for Cosmetics, Begins Using Chemically 
Recycled PET Material 
https://www.kao.com/global/en/news/sustainability/2021/20210602-001/ 

■Kao Sustainability website 

https://www.kao.com/global/en/sustainability/ 

■Kao launches new ESG Strategy “Kirei Lifestyle Plan” to support consumer lifestyle changes 

https://www.kao.com/global/en/news/sustainability/2019/20190422-001/ 

■Kao’s New Challenges for the Future: Accelerating Purposeful Business Commitment with ESG 
https://www.kao.com/global/en/news/business-finance/2019/20190926-001/ 
■JEPLAN website 
https://www.jeplan.co.jp/en/ 
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