together

I

FELCEIRE ST B AV 7 2E

1 1 th Contest
(2020)

Winning
Works



The Kao Group has held this contest annually since 2010, with the aim of
encouraging children around the world to think seriously about conservation of
the environment around them and of the earth, as well as about the earth's future,
and express their thoughts in paintings, which will also hopefully encourage people
around the world to take action to preserve the environment.

For this eleventh contest, we received 12,884 entries from all over the world.
Despite of COVID-19 disaster, many works from around the world reached to us.
We will introduce 32 of these entries with the children's message through their
paintings, which have been selected under strict criteria.

Mr. Fumikazu Masuda

Chair of Jury
Design Consultant,
President,

open house Inc.

Ms. Sumiko Okubo

Artist

Mr. Kei Matsushita

Professor, Tokyo University
of the Arts

Ms. Yoko Oyamada

Artist, lllustrator

Mr. Andreas Schneider

Designer

Mr.Yasunori Hosokawa

Director,
Kao Eco-Lab Museum,
Kao Corporation

Mr. Naoto Katahira

President, Creative,
Kao Corporation

Last year this contest marked its tenth year. We were beginning to see unique entries that
broke away from previous patterns, yet this year we witnessed many entries that tackled
the "Eco together" theme head on, somewhat returning to the starting point. Meanwhile,
we came across many entries that portrayed hopes for the future from the unique
perspective of the child, realistically looking at the current status of the Earth, and entries
with sharp sensitivity about our times. | hope to continue seeing entries rise to new heights
and make this contest an opportunity for us to think about our planet’s future.

Many of the entries this year were painted with different perspectives from last year.
This is probably largely to do with the fact that children experienced the unprecedented
coronavirus situation. The day-to-day lifestyles and values that we took for granted
came undone, and it even forced us adults to reevaluate our norms. Undoubtedly it also
impacted children’s thinking. It is highly interesting that the entries reflect positive changes,
suggesting that children’s perspectives broadened, and that they saw things in a new light.
Now that children have learned to live with this challenge, how will their feelings change?
| am curious about what entries from the next year on will bring.

Children surprisingly observe their surroundings. Their awareness on the environment
around their communities can be seen through their paintings. Entries this year tell us their
thought -they have to do something- has taken root in the world. The light of hope for
the future children around the globe feel is not understood by replacing their expressions
with words. The screening made us felt that we had to sincerely interpret the light and
take the message, which was sent to us, adults.

| would like to express my sincere gratitude to the children who sent in entries, as well as
their families and people around them who supported the children while the coronavirus
threat was still raging. | would also like to thank the staff who helped organize the
screening. | believe there might be many applicants who were not able to send in entries,
and applicants who completed their paintings but were not able to send them. | attended
the screening with the sadness and feelings of these people in my thoughts. This contest
will continue next year and onward, so whether you were able to apply this year or not,
please send in your entries, expressing all your feelings and thoughts in your art.

In my opinion, the main purpose of this competition is to provide young people with a
stage for raising adults' awareness, a place where they can freely express their authentic
feelings. Many entries this year showed an open form of resistance to the world that
adults manage. My concern is that the media is increasingly reaching even the very young,
threatening their innocence and clarity of perception. We adults must be very aware of
the impact this has. | hope that through this competition Kao will continue to give young
earthlings the space to express their concerns and visions with confidence and without
reservation.

This was the first time | served as a judge. The entries were truly impressive, capturing the
world and global issues, whether on the environment or not, from children’s perspectives.
Entries that cheerfully portrayed the painters’ image of an ideal future were also moving.
We adults must do everything we can to create a future that children wish for, a future in
harmony with nature, able to live happily with their family and people around them. Some
entries also expressed hope that if people across the world worked together, we could
deliver a future that is kind both to the Earth and society.

It is humbling that despite the present world crisis, so many children have sent in their
entries. And while it is important to engage in new activities to protect the global
environment, the paintings are filled with little discoveries and messages which tell us
that what is important is already around us and that there are things we can do in our
immediate neighborhood. Perhaps this is because in some regions, children have been
unable to go outside as they wish. What can we do for a better future? Maybe we should
put our heads together with children without forgetting what we have all learned during
the coronavirus crisis.
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Qp "eco together'—Planet Earth Grand Prix

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

A chameleon is an animal that changes its body color in response to the environment.
We live on the earth like a giant chameleon clinging to this planet. Whether it
becomes colorful or dim depends on ourselves.

A particularly humorous piece with a chameleon disguised as the earth, spawning new life on its back, drawing

Comment energy from the earth. Underneath are serious environmental problems, but on the upper side one sees hopes for

t?y Fhe the future that the Earth is still alive, and a strong message that we need to protect this planet, our source of life.
juries A wonderful artistic sense of drawing the whole picture in blue, inserting flashes of red.



9@ "eco together"— Kao Prize

THE PLASTIC LIFE OF THE SEA

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

Early on a clear morning, my sister says to our dad, who was getting
ready to go fishing, "Let’s go." Upon arriving at the quiet beach, she
hurriedly threw the fishing line in the ocean. But she catches a plastic
bag! Suddenly we heard a voice from the ocean -This is all your fault !

Comment 1N the bottom part of the painting one feels the terrifying coldness
bythe  of the seabed and wants to look upward. The handling of light is
MU marvelous, creating a sense of movement even though the entire

painting is quiet. The moment | noticed that the floating objects were plastic

bags, and there are absolutely no lifeforms around, | felt lonely and terrified.

But discovering the boat on the surface gives a sense of relief, showing hope

that there must still be something we can do. The plastic bags look like

melted icebergs. Perhaps the painting is indirectly expressing the impact of our
actions on the environment.

The Earth | love

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

People around the world should get together and start protecting our
planet, which is in danger. Humans impact the physical environment
in many ways: overpopulation, pollution, burning fossil fuels, and
deforestation. Changes like these have triggered climate change. soil
erosion, poor air quality, and undrinkable water. If we continue with
our earth-destructing habits, our planet will be full of unhealthy gas
and garbage. Trees contribute to our environment by providing oxygen,
improving air quality, achieving climate amelioration, conserving water,
preserving soil, and supporting wildlife. Planting and taking care of
our trees, plants, flowers can help clean our environment. We should
protect our only chance of life, which is our planet, by taking care of our
environment and our home. Not protecting the environment is denying
the reality of global warming, and the danger of our world. A Clean
Environment Is Essential for Healthy Living.

comment  Not all the trees are treated as one, but each tree is depicted
bythe  uniquely. A one-of-the-kind entry | have never seen before, with
Juries unique sensitivity. Trees from different regions with different
characteristics are painted meticulously, skillfully expressing the preciousness
of life, each striving to survive on the land. The portrayal of humans is also
touching, taking care of the trees in different ways according to the needs of
each tree. Colors are simple but reflect the diversity of life.




BLOOMING EARTH

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

What | wanted to express through my drawing is the dream most of us
have about "the perfect earth” and the fantasy of everything changing so
magically and instantly. Like, radically, oceans being clean, air being pure,
nature taking place again, people being concerned... The truth is that
for all of this happening, we'll have to fight. Because, although loads of
people have said it, we have reached too far, and not for a good way.
| think this fantasy is very far away if people keep acting like nothing is
happening. But if we insist, together, we will reach our dream.

Comment  VWhat we see here is the polluted earth shedding its old skin and
by the  regaining its original beauty. It is a poignant cry from the child, that
IS5 this crisis situation on Earth must somehow be resolved, and that the

future should shine brightly. The subdued colors are placed in the lower half

of the image and brighter colors in the upper part, creating dynamism in the
painting, and even a sense of time in that the earth is rotating toward the future.

The earth is made to resemble a costume. Excellent design aspect.
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Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting
Birds! We feel nothing while saying "birds." Do we
know what birds actually are? No, we don’'t know
what are birds. They are a part of nature. They have
their families. Lives like humans. Humans are locked
in their home due to COVID-19. Now they can feel
how birds are feeling when they are put in a cage.

comment  Whether inside or outside the cage they are

bythe all the same variety of bird but are stressed

Juries differently according to the situation. For the
first time in our lives we humans have become aware
of this, being unable to go outside of our cages, or
homes, in the coronavirus lockdown. We always said
we should put ourselves in the animals’ shoes, but
were we really doing that? Wasn't the idea entirely
self-centered in the first place, putting humans first?
The painting sends out that message in vivid colors. A
painting that captures 2020 well.



Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

My picture shows the natural were created to make
our world beautiful. Living in a good environment is
be happy and delightful. A simple life of coexisting
with nature and dependence between people and
the natural environment. People depend on each
other and help each other to preserve the beautiful
environment which is a way to live a happy life.

An outstanding entry that meticulously

portrays Thailand, where people are deeply

religious and thankful in everyday life. It is
not a life of luxury, but people are seen respecting
everything around them such as nature, daily living,
tradition, and faith, regarding them as one as they go
about their daily lives. The painting reminds us that this
is part of the future we should aim toward. The entry
is also crafted skillfully, creating an atmosphere full of
light of hope.

An environmentally-friendly coexistence

Stitching the Earth

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

The Earth is an imperfect place. There are many
problems such as air pollution, deforestation, and
wild-animals extinction. The Earth is, nonetheless,
the only place among hundreds of planets and
stars we are living in. My drawing shows people
across the nations with different backgrounds
and abilities -like children, the elderly, and even
people with disability -working hand-in-hand to
stitch the Earth's wound back together. It is now
the time for everyone to help restore our one and
only Earth for future generations.

The painting shows the unique perspective

of the child, as the earth takes on an

extraordinary shape, showing that the painter
was thinking out of the box that the earth should
always be round. Every year we see many entries
based on the earth motif, but the children come from
different backgrounds and pick different eras. This entry
is very much "this year" as many people, young and old,
men and women of all races, are working together,
furiously trying to repair the Earth and make it round
again. The painting also clearly conveys the message
that the world is connected.



Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

Every holiday, my parents took my sister and me
back to the fresh air and peaceful village, leaving
the cramped, smoggy city. Knowing this, our
grandmother went to the garden to pick grapefruit
leaves, lemongrass, holy basil, grilled locust and
then boiled them all together to make water for
washing hair for my sister and me. The scent of
leaves and locust imparts a pleasant fragrance
and soft feeling to our hair. After having our hair
washed, we just pulled our hair and joyfully
breathed in. When we returned, our grandmother
picked a few bundles of leaves and locusts for us
to take back to the city to use a little at a time.

It is not a lavish life of luxury that children

want. Rather, with a child’s perspective, the

painting cries that we can be happy enough
by just with water in the well, having fruit, and being
with the family we love. There is enough happiness in
a simple life and our memories. The painting reminds
us of these things that we adults often overlook but
shouldn’t. The colors are outstanding, being calm yet
suggesting there can be a bright future.

Washing Hair

Spring holiday

Thoughts and wishes regarding the painting

| once asked my mother why there is a pipe sticking
out of the back of every car. She told me that it was
the exhaust gas from a car burning gasoline. Now the
world is full of petrol cars and the exhaust gas from cars
is polluting the air. At the same time oil resources are
drying up. Electric cars will be the future but only a small
number of charging station exist in the city. People have
no choice. We saw a lot of big windmills on mountains.
In cities and villages, we also saw more and more
dark blue solar panels. | hope we can make full use of
green and eco-friendly renewable energy to protect the
environment. Every spring | go to my grandma’s house
for my holidays but no power poles there. In the future,
| hope we could build a lot of public charging stations
around the world so that we can drive our electric car to
my grandma’s house and anywhere.

An electric car somehow blends in to an age-old

landscape, yet still stands out due to its familiarity.

| felt the child’s message is that introducing the
latest environmentally friendly technologies into our daily
lives is something we should strive toward the future. The
power probably comes from the windmills on the mountain
tops. The message is "Respect nature, and live in harmony
with it, using nature’s energy." The unique touch is also eye-
catching and is much like that of Chinese ink paintings.



Q0 Eco Friend Prize

Chair of Jury Fumikazu Masuda Selected

The Day When Animals Have Gone

Beautiful yet withered-looking flowers.

The insects-perhaps butterflies-

also look out of sorts. The entry cries

out that nature is not exclusively for
humans. There is hope in that the child has the
sensitivity to feel and think about the world
from the insects’ perspective.

Jury Yoko Oyamada Selected

Amazing Children and the Planets

Jury's Special Prize

Jury Sumiko Okubo Selected

Nature is Home

Countless animals and people
are racing toward the trees in
the middle, which represent
nature. The entry oozes positive
power, a strong will to walk forward.

The colors and composition are also

impactful and eye-catching.

Jury Kei Matsushita Selected

Friendship with the Environment

The fact that there is none of the

original paper’s white space left seems

to suggest that the colors bind the

world together. The painter wants to
link different worlds of animals and humans,
which do not usually connect. Wonderful
imagination.

Jury Andreas Schneider Selected

Youth to save the world

A fun entry with a fairytale-like
worldview, packed with everything
from the beginning of the universe to
environmental issues. The child sees

A group of young people working together, each in a
different role. Obviously, they are renovating the view
out of the big window, where a landscape of dirty
industry is replaced sheet by sheet with the vision of a

the world completely differently from us adults.
One can only hope that children will not lose

this perspective.

desirable green future. There is not a single modern tool in sight.
This submission sends a strong and serious message that we

want to work together to solve the problems in our community.



Jury Yasunori Hosokawa Selected
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FOREST OF LOVE

With a giraffe and its baby at the
center, the picture brightly shows
a happy image of people living in
harmony with nature. Are those
national flags on the giraffe’s body? It
appears to be a message for people around
the world to look toward this kind of future.

Jury Naoto Katahira Selected

| love the Earth

The entry portrays our day-to-day

happiness of life in harmony with

nature. All animals are pairs of a parent

and child, sending out a message that
we should pass on the wonders of this world to
future generations.

Butterfly Effect
Elif Yildirim (14 years old)

The forest is on fire, but human

effort alone is not enough to

save the animals. The power of

nature is helping in the form of a
butterfly. The entry sends out a message
that we should not be complacent and
think that our efforts will bring things
under control.

Children and lovely snowy nature

The snow is portrayed as a symbol

of nature. Growing out of a rusty

car, the tree seems to be sending

out a message. A unique entry that
can be perceived in many ways in the eye
of the beholder.

There's No Harm In Harmony

Emmy Yixin Yang (11 years old)

The pleasant chirping of the birds
under the conductor’s baton is
blurred by factory emissions and
CO2. The entry comically portrays

how we humans scream about co-living, yet
we are actually polluting nature.

GOD OF UNIVERSE

A bright, fun, ideal world is packed
into a bottle. The top of the bottle
and the octopus tentacles are
yellow, while the colors of the

contaminated world outside are subdued.
The contrast amplifies hopes for an ideal



Humans and Animals Can Swim
Freely in the Clean Sea Water

Are the two children enjoying
bythe themselves or are they terrified?
juries It could be seen as either. The

painting shows children’s anxiety
for the future and their concerns and
worries for today’s world.

Embracing Life

Comment As the world gets more polluted,

bythe @ boy holds close to his body in

juries  a goldfish bowl the world’s last

surviving fish. The fish is a symbol

of all life, pleading that nature can exist

only on the Earth, which is represented by
the limited space of a goldfish bowl.

Acid Rain

Comment The composition is bold, but the

by the colors are carefully placed to

juries  ensure they don’t mix and blur.

The painter is depicting a clear

and vivid image, imagining the future of a

world in harmony. | could identify closely
with the painter’s feeling.

HOPE FOR OUR EARTH

C This entry is an ingenious
omment
bythe Pportrayal of the concept of
juries  time and process. With time
and effort, we can move from
the contaminated world outside to
the beautiful one inside. The entry
simultaneously suggests that the opposite
could also happen unless we make effort.

Comment
by the
juries

Unexpected danger

The unique colors are hard to forget. The
two children are enjoying themselves on
the beach, but one looks stunned at the
sight of a source of pollution. The painting

depicts the horror of people living the same reality;
some notice, yet others miss what reality entails.

Comment
by the
juries

Saving Life

A family wearing gas masks stands in front
of factories belching out smoke. The entry
shows the state of the world in a simple
way through a child’s eye, but the three
balloons and bright colors suggest hope for the
future overall.

o Ui

Travel with friends to India

Comment
by the
juries

This entry expresses spontaneously and
unreservedly the child’s wish to create
a fun and beautiful world. The sense of
colors for the nature in the background

and the color of the elephant are wonderful,
something that adults could never come up with.
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Rubbish Boat

People are scooping up plastic waste from the
beach and river with a net. We received many
entries from various countries and regions
on this subject, and this one was particularly
unforgettable. It stresses and reminds us once again of the
importance of activities to solve environmental issues.

Sad song of plastic ocean

We use and throw away plastic without a second
thought. This is not just an issue we see on the
news. The entry tells in a straightforward way
that our behavior is causally linked to the destiny
of all creatures.

Unity of lives

An extremely energetic piece with as many types
of creatures as you can think of packed onto one
piece of paper. Children are conscious of the
presence of many animals in this world and that
we are but one type.

Let's eco together to save penguins in Antarctic !

With all their might, children are supporting

an incredibly heavy and usually impossible-to-

carry glacier. The entry shows the reality of

animals living on the glacier dissolving with global
warming. Despite its fun atmosphere, the entry suggests a
painfully serious issue.

Recycle City - New Hong Kong

This is possibly the only entry that portrays
a waste-filled town so cheerfully. There is no
human in sight; only waste is walking around. A
unigue entry that showcases today’s issues with
unique sarcasm.

1
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For the 11th contest, we received a total of 12,884 entries from all over the world. We believe
that each of applicants took great effort to entry for the contest in the midst of the severe
situation caused by COVID-19. We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude and respect to
th e 1 1 th all those who sent us powerful messages through their paintings.

We took various measures to ensure the safety and prevention of infection during the contest.
This year, unfortunately, we were not able to hold an award ceremony where the top winners
were invited to Japan to celebrate as we have done before, however, the awards were given
directly to the winners in their local areas, as the situation allowed.
This section describes the final selection screening, the top winners, and the awarding ceremony
in each area.
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The final
selection
screening

Winners of
the "eco together"
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\ Congratulations/
* ’ B t0 all! A
" Presentation

‘i of the award
in each area

Click here

" with the children
10th Anniversary of Kao International Environment Painting Contest

‘ thoughts! )
for Children "Children’s thoughts" EITeE

Over the past 10 years, more than 100,000 paintings have been submitted to the Kao International Environment Painting Contest
for Children, which has been held annually since 2010.
We hope you will take a moment to listen to the thoughts and voices expressed in the paintings from children around the world.

. For more information please visit the “Kao International Environment Painting
Information about

. Contest for Children” website
the 12th Kao International
Environment Painting -~ https://www.kao.com/global/en/sustainability/society/painting-contest.ntml

Contest for Children | Kao Painting Contest | m
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