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"eco together”

In 2009, Kao made a commitment to the
environment. Advocating “eco together”,
the company pledged to make progress
in dealing with environmental issues. Our
commitment to “eco together” has led
us both to propose ways to make Kao
products more eco-friendly at each stage
of the product life cycle, and to become
involved wider environmental action by
reaching out to the world at large.

As part of this outreach, in the hope
that increased awareness would lead to
action, we wanted to encourage children
— on whose shoulders the responsibility
for caring for the Earth will fall - to
think seriously about the environment
that surrounds them. Consequently,
using the “eco together” theme, in
2010 we launched the Kao International
Environment Painting Contest for Children.
The following year, the 4th Contest
received 8,516 entries from 49 countries.
Here, we present the 32 winning entries,
which were fairly selected after rigorous
adjudication. We are confident that these
works bursting with the optimistic energy of
these talented children will stimulate you.
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Fumikazu Masuda
Chair of judges, Professor, Tokyo Zokei University

he fourth contest attracted many paintings with strongly concentrated

energy. This year, | feel that the entries, in both skill and content, have
displayed higher quality.
The work awarded the Planet Earth Grand Prix was selected to symbolize
the increasing number of entries that express, along with environmental
themes, awareness of social and cultural sustainability. Such sensibilities
seem particularly strong among Asian children, who express hope both
for the environment and for bright lives in a society that remains vibrant.
As well as providing adults with reassurance that the future is safe in the
hands of children who have strong aspirations, | hope that future contests
will continue to stimulate children to look closely at the environment and
the world.
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Sumiko Okubo
Artist

With each passing contest, | feel that children are becoming more
and more committed to the environment. Painting enables them to
thoroughly express their thoughts and spirit, all their hopes and dreams.
It is extremely important that they think about things while moving their
hands.

As social life becomes more automatic, our experience of the world
becomes more corrupt. The eyes of children reaffirm how important it is
to live in nature and, for this, | am grateful.

| hope that the spread of Kao eco activities and this painting contest will
continue to nourish our hearts.




General remarks by the judges
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Yoko Oyamada

Illustrator

Mitsutoshi Yoshida
Director, Kao Creative House Corporation

t was hard to choose from an array of works that explored the
environment from so many angles. But this time, once again, | felt
how a single painting by a child can say things more powerfully than
the complicated words of adults.
While different countries and different localities have different ways
of thinking about the environment and encounter different problems,
paintings by children can tell us about the status of the environment
in these various places. | think that we may be getting close to a new
phase, one in which the sharing of ideas in the contest will enable
choices or encourage a shift to action.
| sincerely hope that the contest will continue.

n previous years, | did not notice much difference in the expression
and content of pictures coming from each country. The entries in
this fourth contest, however, varied widely. The general quality of the
pictures was higher, as well.
| also feel that children are steadily getting more familiar with eco
concepts and adopting eco ways of thinking. In their unspoiled,
powerful coloring and definite touch, with heightened expression, the
pictures wonderfully conveyed the thoughts of children.
I also feel that the possibilities presented by this contest grow stronger
year by year. More than ever, | look forward to seeing how it develops.
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Kei Matsushita
Associate Professor, Department of Design,
Tokyo University of the Arts

For me this was the first time, both to enjoy being a judge, and to
see the works of children. It was a good opportunity to reconsider
my own life.

In our digital world, because things we cannot experience in ordinary
life are received as information, our sense of actually living tends to
be diluted. Arising from the fresh and direct sensibilities of children,
many of the pictures simply express things directly rooted in the life
inhabited by the painter.

During evaluation, | attached importance to the feeling of happiness
conveyed by the picture. It was interesting to see that the form of this
happiness varied according to country and locality. | hope to see this
in future works, too.

Shinichiro Hiramine
Executive, Kao Corporation

hen | was in China, Kao (China) held an event regarding
environmental issues in Beijing and exhibited some pictures from
this contest. An area and materials were also provided for painting. |
saw children really enjoying creating their own pictures. At the time,
I was reminded of how pictures have a power that goes beyond the
power of words.
Interestingly, the contest paintings display the different eco thinking of
different countries. From the various things depicted, | learned more
about garbage disposal, air pollution, and other issues.
Such things make the contest truly worthy of the international label. |
hope, by continuing the contest every year, Kao’s commitment to eco
activities will become better known all over the world.



Presentation-of- the-winning-works
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My Nature and Green World
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Edhoughts and wishes regarding the painting

For me, nature begins with soil and water. When water soaks into the
soil, grass and trees grow.

When trees produce fruits and nuts, it attracts animals, who come to eat.
Human beings also get fresh air to breathe, surrounding greenery
increases, and global warming is reduced.

When trees get old, human beings take seeds from them for planting.
This leads to an ongoing life cycle resulting in an everlasting ecosystem.
What | am saying is not just an imaginary dream, it is a fact. In my village,
| am proud of being able to contribute to “eco together” using my two
hands and to continuously send out this energy to everyone in this world.

[domment by the Judges

The viewer can sense respect for, and appreciation of, upholding the local way of
life in harmony with nature, even in the midst of rapid modernization.

Using color gradation and distinctive Thai painting techniques, both the way the
clouds are depicted and the overall composition are unique. The choice of green
for the mountain and the red for the traditional clothing display an excellent
color sense. From the humorously painted animals and the carefree smiles of the
people, you get a strong feeling of energy and spiritual enrichment. There is also a
thoroughly transmitted brimming sense of well-being.

Above all, the well-rendered colors attract the eye and give the painting a special
charm. This is the first time we have seen a work of this type.
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Let's Eco Together [i@houghts and wishes regarding the painting in the Forest of All

People started to carry out ECO activities to save the polluted Earth. People
have invented things that don't pollute the earth. People need to cooperate to
save the earth from falling in sick!

Nowadays people are not good at recycling. We must work towards it to save
our earth.
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[domment by the Judges

The depiction of the Earth is novel. Looking more closely at the Earth, which is shown
as a face, you see it has trees for hair, a person forms the nose, and that all the parts
express various activities of people and animals.

Then, in the meadow below, people are shown working together on gear-wheel
flowers, which mesh into a larger whole.

Despite the soft touch, strength is conveyed, and the viewer gets an impressive
feeling of warmth. The painting effectively expresses an honest feeling of anticipation
that the future will be bright.
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Edhoughts and wishes regarding the
painting

In this drawing | wanted to show that we
must live in harmony with nature, so | drew
the wooden frame alive. Then | showed the
way to the factory where recycled plastic are
transformed into greenhouse film. Plastic bottles fRISiAn B0 i houghts and wishes regarding the
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[Elhoughts and wishes regarding the painting

| hope the Earth forever stays as a place where people and
animals can live happily. Thinking it would good for the whole
world to become like this tree house, | created this picture. To
help keep the Earth clean, I think the first thing to do is to clean
up around where | am.
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With a child's honest eye, this work fully expresses an urge to share
the fun of eco. Although rendered with a gentle touch, there is
plenty of vitality in the activities of animals in the forest. The overall
effect is to make you feel the strength of nature.

In an interesting image that seems to keep expanding, viewers
encounter animals peering back at them, discover doors in trees, and
feel lured into the forest.

Conveyed on a pink background, and with other distinctive
coloration, the picture firmly contains the artist's dream and
message.
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When the Natural World

Is Clean,All Creatures Are Happy
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[Edhoughts and wishes regarding the painting

In this picture | painted a flock of birds who look happy. From high in a tree,
the birds are watching people who joined together to clear away garbage and
make their surroundings where they live in clean. The birds are very grateful
for it. Lots of creatures live on the Earth. By caring about one another, we
could live happily and peacefully in this world.
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This unique composition is fronted, at right, by a tree trunk with space spreading
out beyond. The feathers of the parent birds are also well rendered, even with
translucency.

In the picture, with a real sense of the birds" perspective, you can see people
working hard at clean up as they pick up garbage, clear a river, and carry out other
environmental activities. But you also realize that the parent birds are raising their
young in this place. With excellent observation, this work casually depicts a world in
which people and animals live together.

The expression on the faces of children and small birds are infused with shining
vitality, and the picture has a heartwarming mood.
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Biofuel Extraction Refineries
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E#houghts and wishes regarding the painting
The thinking behind my picture was that, on summer
evenings, without using air conditioners, we should go
outside and enjoy the cool night air. And, by turning
off the lights, you also can clearly see stars in the
night sky. Even without using electricity, you can stay
cool and happy on summer evenings. That is what |
really wanted to get across.

[domment by the Judges

Unlike the other bright, multicolored paintings, this one is
muted, richly evoking an evening scene in a way similar
to a novel. You can sense the openness of Japanese
houses and almost feel the flow of air. Clearly informed
by particular Japanese sensibilities, conveying a deep
spirituality, the painting symbolically expresses living a life
enriched by eco considerations.

Here and there, in the deep blue sky, twinkling stars excite
expectant beauty.

Using distinctive colors as they are found in nature, this
very impressive work presents a poetic, non-polemical
worldview.
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[Efhoughts and wishes regarding the painting
As more and more people get cars, the surrounding
environment can only get worse. To prevent car
exhaust gas from polluting the air there have been
calls to use lead-free gasoline to reduce the damage
caused by exhaust emissions. If we use plant materials
processed in biofuel extraction refineries, gradually
our environment will get better, and the natural
environment will become more and more beautiful.

[domment by the Judges

This scene, showing fuel derived from trees being used at a
car filling station, communicates a desire to make effective
use of the biological resources of the vast lands of China.
Paying attention to the proportions of the area of vivid red
contrasted with patches of green, the balance of hues, and
other considerations, color has been applied beautifully.
Although the touch is cartoonish, the composition is very
clear, and the painting is full of childlike imagination and
color sense. Because the picture is so well modulated, even
from a distance, it has impact.
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Green City Nature, the Source of Life's Light Little Power — Growing the Future
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Recycle The First Tree Save the Earth
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Flying High on Magic Carpet | Love the Earth Our Friend, Nature
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Beauty of Nature Around the Big Palm Tree Camel Desert
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Environmental Dreaming
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We Must Recycle Reduce and Recycle for Cleaner World
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Eco Together Preservation of the Planet
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Life-Giving Rain The Green House Living
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The Land Where | Live Is Changing to Desert! Eco Together
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Awards Ceremony for 4th Painting Contest

On December 14, 2013, the final day of the Eco-Products 2013 show at Tokyo Big Sight, the awards ceremony was held at
the Kao Booth.

Selected from 8,516 entries from 49 countries and regions (1,703 from Japan and 6,813 from elsewhere), the top
eight paintings were awarded either the "eco together - Planet Earth Grand Prix" or an "eco together - Kao Prize". After
Professor Fumikazu Masuda, Chair of the judging committee, gave an appraisal of each work, President and CEO of Kao
Corporation Michitaka Sawada presented each winner with prize gifts and an award plaque.

Interviewed after the awards ceremony, the prizewinners were asked questions, such as: How did it feel to find out you
had won? What did you want to express in your picture? How did you hit on the ideas you used in your painting? What do
you think is the best way to look after the environment? What are your hopes and dreams for the future?
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Information about the 5th Kao International Environment
Painting Contest for Children

% For more information please visit the “Kao International Environment
Painting Contest for Children” website

English | http://www.kao.com/jp/en/corp_csr/eco_activities_04.html
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Enriching lives, in harmony with nature.





