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3rd Contest (2012) :
Winning Works
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"eco together”

In 2009, Kao made a commitment to the
environment. Advocating “eco together”,
the company pledged to make progress
in dealing with environmental issues. Our
commitment to “eco together” has led
us both to propose ways to make Kao
products more eco-friendly at each stage
of the product life cycle, and to become
involved wider environmental action by
reaching out to the world at large.

As part of this outreach, in the hope
that increased awareness would lead to
action, we wanted to encourage children
— on whose shoulders the responsibility
for caring for the Earth will fall - to
think seriously about the environment
that surrounds them. Consequently,
using the “eco together” theme, in
2010 we launched the Kao International
Environment Painting Contest for Children.
The following year, the 3rd Contest
received 7,356 entries from 42 countries.
Here, we present the 32 winning entries,
which were fairly selected after rigorous
adjudication. We are confident that these
works bursting with the optimistic energy of
these talented children will stimulate you.
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Fumikazu Masuda
Chair of judges, Professor, Tokyo Zokei University

Many of the works were deeply thought provoking. They showed how
children touch on topics such as the environment, the state of society,
and social values, think through the problems, and use content to express
their awareness of, and various ideas about, the issues involved. It seems
to me that we can more and more rely on the children of the world, and
that the future is safe in their hands.

| was particularly impressed with the confident verve of children from
Asian countries. The works of Japanese children, however, seem to
reveal an advanced mentality, but self-deprecating attitude. | hope that
Japanese children will see what others are doing, and be inspired to
venture beyond me-too conformity.

More than ever, | believe the works in this year’s contest should be even
more widely seen.
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Sumiko Okubo
Artist

During my involvement since the first contest, viewing works created
with the uncomplicated points of view, sensibilities, and feelings typical
of children, | have learned, and drawn strength, from the deep and
serious way children think about eco life and the global environment.
Besides the winning works, many other paintings were drawn with a
heart-cleansing freedom and beautiful color sense. With great regret, to
select the winners, we had to exclude many other brilliant works.

The quality of these works made judging very hard.

When | think that the children who sent us these powerful works will
take charge of the future, it brings home to me how well their ideas are
connected with the world and, through their many picture messages, are
able to spread more widely and be fully realized.

| hope that this Kao project will continue forever.




General remarks by the judges
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Yoko Oyamada
Illustrator

Taku Satoh
Graphic Designer

More entries were received this year, and | felt that more of the works
were finished to a higher level and that many were finely detailed. The
catastrophic earthquake seems to have made a difference to Japanese
children. In dramatic contrast to the unfocussed expression of last
year’s works from Japan, | saw more paintings that conveyed a greater
sense of confidence and were full of hope.

As well as presenting the distinctive flavors of each country, children
outside Japan seem to observe how adults are squaring up to the
environment and then pictorially express what they see. This makes
me feel the need for adults to start taking environmental issues really
seriously, if only so that, rather than sad pictures, children can paint
carpets of flowers and scenes of natural abundance.

Participating for the first time as a judge, | was surprised by the
diversity of children’s paintings. | imagine that this variety springs from
the cultural backgrounds of different countries, the locality where the
families live, and individual awareness of the issues in the minds of
children. | think that this contest is able to show diverse possibilities
and freedom of expression to more children, and hope that it becomes a
means of dissolving easily fixed conceptions of what a picture should be.
Today’s children have been growing up in an environment where
electronic media are close at hand, where, one after another, images
appear on screens. It is natural for them to see images overlapping in
layers, and for this to also be reflected in the way they visually express
their thoughts. After viewing the contest entries, it seems to me,
these children provide glimpses of fresh ways of seeing and, at the
same time, promise to create forms of expression that we have not
imagined.
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Mitsutoshi Yoshida
Director, Kao Creative House Corporation

Having participated from preliminary evaluation to final selection, | can
say that compared with the previous two contests, this year's pictures
show greater variety. A greater proportion of the Japanese entries
were better drawn and more of the works created by middle school
students were worth seeing. This gives us hope for the future.

Each time | take part in the judging, listening to the comments of
the other judges, | get a deeper appreciation of individual works
and acquire more sophisticated ways of seeing things. Although
we may sometimes read into the images more than the child artist
intended, | feel that this characteristic is one of the great virtues of
the committee. | hope to continue to enjoy the privilege of evaluating
entries in this contest.

Masatake Douzono
Vice President, Environment and
Safety Management, Kao Corporation

| appreciate the effort of everyone and would like to thank you all for
bringing us to the successful conclusion of the third contest. Holding
the award ceremony at Eco Products 2012 also attracted much
attention, and | am glad that so many people could enjoy the pleasure
of seeing these interesting works.

| am also delighted to hear that this year there were many more
entrants and that the standard of the entries also rose. Since Kao
started holding exhibitions in Kao Group companies in Asian
countries, | feel that the value running the contest has been increasing
both inside and outside the company.

Reaching out from Japan to the world, as one element to help realize
Kao's “eco together” vision, | hope that this contest will annually
continue to repeat its success.



Presentation of the winning works

"eco together” — Planet Earth Grand Prix
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Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting

With the rapid technological development of the world, the environment
is getting destroyed. Therefore all the nations should get together to save
the environment with the help of developing technology. Let's recycle
polythene and plastic and improve greenery. Let's protect our water. Let's
use more compost, bio-gas, solar energy and wind power in order to
protect the environment and save the wealth of the world.
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Comment by the Judges

This work makes the viewer feel its strong message about how the world
is becoming one and, paradoxically, precisely at a time when the global
environment is being destroyed by technology, the power of science and
technology is also being used to protect the Earth.

Beyond the tips of the fingers of hands gloved in national flags, there
is a window representing an ideal landscape that includes rich natural
surroundings, everyday scenes, and other sights. Each key on the
keyboard bears an eco icon.

Itis easy to assume that electronic media are somehow opposed to environmental
issues, but here we get a feeling of hope about how greatly science and
technology can contribute to the global environment. Expressing a distinctive
viewpoint, this work suggests we can stay "One step ahead" of the problems.
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WoL&ICecofEEE "“eco together” — Kao Prize
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Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting

| drew the nature. Nature is in my soul. | mix colors and | create sky with
clouds; birds and trees; buildings and children. When | draw the nature, |
see our life. My colors create a huge circle of life. When | paint, | tell you
the story of our life. Nature means LIFE. LIFE means liberty, LIFE means
everything for our planet.

Comment by the Judges

Does the green outline of a human head and shoulders symbolize
greenery? Although the design is composed from abstract patterns,
executed in with muted colors, the background is detailed, and
perspective is created by imposing triangular perspective using black
and white. This defines the outline of the stylized person. The brightness
and use of color saturation are impressive.

Within the outline, the dream world full of sun and trees, a river, and
flower meadows is well expressed. The composition is dynamic because
of the slight shift from symmetry and it portrays an intricate world.
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Humans, Trees, Creatures

Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting

Trees are habitat as well as source of food for animals, while human
collects food and medicine from them. Plants give human the fresh
air and also provide shade that human takes a rest under their leaf
comfortably. Therefore human should conserve trees that would be with
nature for a long time.

Comment by the Judges

Below lots of different animals having fun playing among glowing
greenery, people are drawn small. As well as conveying a dizzying
dimensional sensation of height, the textures of this well-drawn work
are carefully executed.

At first glance, you think you are getting a bird's eye view from the
sky above, but then you realize that you are also looking upward and
imagine sunshine filtering through the leaves.

Adding to the interest of the painting, this distorted perspective
surprises and delights the viewer.

[FATETDLBSecoD#] Let's all make eco town
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Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting

All over the world, there are still lots of people who lightly throw stuff
away or waste electricity. | created this picture because | want lots of
people to do better, even if only a little. | would be pleased if this picture
provides even a small amount of support towards making a better
environment.

Comment by the Judges

It appears that flower fields are spreading from a healthy world on the
right, while on the left, the environment has been destroyed. The heads
of the people have turned into light bulbs. While the children with
incandescent filament heads are trying to cut a tree, each of the children
with fluorescent (or perhaps LED) lamp heads are cleaning, watering,
and doing other things that are good for the environment. The message
seems to be about how we use electricity.

Created with muted rather than vivid colors, the painting manages to
pack in many messages. It has a different quality that stands out from
other works.




[KEEEEFIHUCA] Tree that uses the heat of sunshine
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Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting

Tired out from cleaning and picking up trash, everyone is resting
under a tree with fans and running water. | felt this would be an
eco way to use sunlight and not waste electricity. Hoping people
can live close to nature, | want everyone to more and more think
about the entire Earth where we all live.

Comment by the Judges

| wonder if the children under the tree can feel the wind coming
off the propellers of the fans, which look as if they are part of the
tree?

Expressed with the appealing playfulness of a child, the faucets
show that trees store lots of water, and plenty of water is spouting
from the tree.

The use of any number of different colors is distinctive and evokes
a mellow atmosphere. It is also interesting that a third-grader can
reveal such precocious expression.
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Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting

Humanity cannot live without nature. So it is everyone's
responsibility to protect environment. The hands represent the
power from Nature and People who care for environment. Garbage
and fish bones indicate ocean pollution nowadays. The red moon
and yellow sun present time flowing to the future. The picture exists
in dual time-spaces, and the beings striving to picture actively. It
means earth ecology will be better and better!

Comment by the Judges

The background, with its fish bones and other objects, represents the
current environment, and the vision of what will be is painted in the
foreground. | wonder if it imagines a world 100 years on from the
date painted in the picture. We receive a message that we should look
toward the future, improve the environment, and protect ocean life.

In composition familiar to the computer generation, the picture is
drawn in separate upper and lower layers, and new information
stands out on top.

There is a playfulness in the way fish patterns are colored by the sun ray.
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Thoughts of wishes regarding the painting
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| invent a new superhero. Meet my hero, his name is
Stopwaterman. He always hears the sound of dropping
water from a tap and then immediately like a flash
stops it. My superhero knows, that every drop of water
is it should be carefully kept! Stopwaterman will be a
well-known person all over the world and all people
will help him to save water!!! And then all our planet
the Earth will say: “Thank you very much”!

Comment by the Judges

It looks as if the person in the center of the picture has
pipes in both hands and is advocating the importance
of water.

Colored red on one side, blue on the other, with
belt and buttons reverse colored on either side, and
one leg, possibly injured, bandaged, it appears that
this figure expresses the duality of human nature
through symmetrical contrast. The artist's wonderfully
distinctive color sense is also expressed, for example,
in the red outline of the background figure.

Even though the painter is six years old and does
not yet have fine hand control, we feel direct
understanding of what the artist really wanted to
express.
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My Butterfly Looking for a New Home Getting along with sunshine, wind, and water

[CHEERIC] [BAROE]
Make trash a resource Colors of nature

(B4 W5 L &I ecol
Regeneration eco TOGETHER

[BARFR=ZXIC! ] [fhlE. BRFEZELTVET]
Take care of Nature! | LOVE NATURAL WORLD
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Green World With a little love, great green

[ERZEHS CEBls] [BRDKEDSED—HE]
Children Who Save the Earth ONE DROP IN A MILLION
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BUBBLE BATH HOPE
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Green Life eco together
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Tide of life Save world, Save life LAND AND WATER
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Live Together Green Field AND I'M WATCHING A FAIRY NATURE
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BEAUTIFUL ENVIRONMENT BEHIND THE CURTAIN ECO TOGETHER Going Home
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Awards Ceremony for 3rd Painting Contest

During The Eco Products 2012 Exhibition at Tokyo Big Sight, the awards ceremony was held on the Kao Booth on
December 15, 2012. Winning through from among a total of 7,356 entries from 42 countries, the creators of the top seven
paintings were awarded either the “eco together” — Planet Earth Grand Prix or an “eco together” — Kao Prize and each received
an award plague and prize gifts from Michitaka Sawada, President and CEO of Kao Corporation.

During The Eco Products Exhibition, the winning works were displayed in the Kao booth. Here, after the awards ceremony, in
an interview session, the winners spoke about things such as the special challenges they faced in creating their works, their
attitude to the environment, and what they wanted to express in their paintings.
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Information about the 4th Kao International Environment
Painting Contest for Children

Entries accepted from late March through September 12 (Thu) 2013

% For more information please visit the “Kao International Environment
Painting Contest for Children” website

English | http://www.kao.com/jp/en/corp_csr/eco_activities_04.html

BRALANTZ CC28hBEREHILT K
Enriching lives, in harmony with nature.





